
ZANZIBAR VET CLINIC 

Tanzania, Africa 



VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS 

• Live on Zanzibar Island, a paradise of white sandy beaches and blue 

ocean 

• Teach the local community how to care for animals  and create aware-

ness of animal rights 

• Learn a wide range of skills, from internal medicine to surgery and much 

in between 

• Work alongside a friendly and encouraging team of vets, nurses and para-

professionals 

• Make a huge difference to animals and owners living in poverty 

• Rehabilitate animals to enable them to be adopted into a loving home 

• Explore historical Stone Town or hit the beach on your days off  



ABOUT THE PROJECT 

 

The Zanzibar veterinary clinic is a charity project based just outside beautiful Stone Town, on the tropical 
island of Zanzibar, whose sandy white beaches sit in the blue Indian Ocean.   

The clinic is a hub of activity for local animals requiring treatment, surgery, vaccination and medical care. 
No animal is turned away and patients include dogs, cats, horses, donkeys, monkeys and birds. As an 
charitable, self funded non government organisation the clinic aims to: 

• Establish care, support and animal protection services to suffering animals in Zanzibar and Pemba. 

• Provide the community with education on Animal Rights  

• Tackle the stray animal population 

• To stop animal overloading, beating, mishandling and animal cruelty. 

• Provide education and awareness to local communities and encouraging the active participation of 
the community in the process of self empowerment. 

 

The clinic accepts up to 6 volunteers at a time and you don’t need any post expereince. Vets and vet stu-
dents are encouraged to take part in all aspects of diagnostics, medical care, treatment and surgery. 
Nurses and nursing students can participate in all nursing duties carried out at the clinic. Non medical vol-
unteers are welcome to help with animal care and rehabilitation. 

 

VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTS 

Volunteers need to have an interest in animal welfare and care. All applicants will be considered and you 
do not need any specific qualifications to attend this project.  You will spend a lot of the day of your feet 
so a basic level of fitness is required.  

 

This project is well suited to vet and vet nursing students, as well as qualified vets and nurses looking for 
a career break. This is not a surgery training course, so you should not expect your days to be solely based 
around surgery. Volunteers are encouraged to participate in all aspects of the project, including medicine, 
animal rescue and inpatient care. As with all placements, the more you put in to your time with us, the 
more you will get out of it.   

 

 



The workload varies through out the week and the year, but generally the vet is busy with spays, cas-
trates, vaccination programs, emergency call outs and routine call outs, as well as dealing with all the 
animals that are presented to the clinic.  

On Saturday mornings there is an open Saturday community clinic where the local people bring their 
cows and goats for free dipwashing and their dogs and cats for free vaccination against rabies.  At Sat-
urday clinics the ZAASO vet also deals with any medical treatments necessary for cows, goats, dogs, 
cats and the occasional chicken or rabbit.  Often over 50 animals may be seen on a Saturday, so it can 
be a busy affair (photo below).  

Almost all other veterinary consultations are home visits and therefore you will often be ‘on the road’ 

and conditions can be challenging; volunteers have to adapt quickly to overcome various obstacles 

and working environments. On some days you will spend a number of hours in the clinics car traveling 

between cases,. Although this is time consuming, it is a fantastic chance to see the beautiful island 

beyond Stone Town, as we often visit remote resorts and beach areas. Being prepared for every even-

tuality and being proficient at working ‘in the field’ means everyone gets the most out of these call 

outs. Even when days are long, they are very rewarding.   

WORKING WITH ANIMALS 



 

The clinic is located in the middle of a spice farm just 20 minutes drive from Stone Town, an UNESCO 
world heritage site. It has been purpose built, with kennels, cattery and also paddocks for large ani-
mals like cows and  donkeys. At any one time there are numerous dogs, cats, cows and donkeys which 
are resident at the clinic.  

 

Some of the residents are waiting to be rehomed or are living on site permanently. As a result, volun-
teers are involved not just in the medical care of patients visiting the clinic, but also the resident ani-
mals too. There is only basic equipment available on Zanzibar, so the style of work  is often a very new 
experience for people coming from first world countries. There is no gas anaesthesia, instead surgeries 
are done using injectable anaesthetics, including Ketamine/Xylazine combinations. The clinic has basic 
surgical tools and sterilisation equipment, a range of basic medications, drugs and vaccines. There is a 
microscope which is used regularly for diagnosing tick borne diseases and skin disorders, plus an ultra-
sound machine for internal diagnostics. No x-ray machine is available so much of the fracture fixations 
and orthopaedic work is done  based on manipulation  and suspicion. 

 

Not only is the clinic involved in treating and vaccinating animals, but also education of the local com-
munity. This is very important for improving animal welfare on the island and as a result school groups 
often  come and visit, to learn about caring for their animals.  

 Operating on the clinic veranda Dinner time for the resident donkeys  

THE VET CLINIC 



 

The clinic aims to tailor your placement to take into account your qualifications, experience and 

the expectations that you have. This will be discussed with you on arrival. Regardless of your 

role, you will be required to help with everyday animal and clinic maintenance, and also to assist 

with educational visits to schools and the wider community.  

The workload at the clinic varies from day to day. Some days will be long and full of intense cases 

and emergencies. On these days we ask you to muck in and help out with all the work. Volun-

teers find these days provide the  best learning experiences and exposure to medicine and       

animal care.  

On quieter days, when less patients need assistance, volunteers 

help with the care and medication of animals that reside at the 

clinic. The nature of our work means some days will be quiet, 

allowing for other maintenance or educational work to be done, 

which is all just as important as the high intensity veterinary 

work.  

As a rule of thumb the week plans out as follows. We ask you to 

understand the variability we face in our work. If you can go 

with the flow you will gain endless experiences during your time 

at the clinic.  

 

• Monday to Fridays: clinic and client based veterinary work 

• Saturday: Morning community clinic, afternoons free 

• Sunday: you are free to explore the stunning island, markets, beaches and shops.   

DAILY ITINARY  



The clinic is situated in the middle of a spice farm. The manager’s house is separated from the 
clinic and animal accommodation by an area of common land.  There are three areas of accom-
modation. One large bungalow at the clinic site and two smaller bungalows at the manager’s site. 

The clinic is able to accommodate singles, couples and groups of 
friends in the traditional accommodation. 

 

 

Bungalow 1 (pic left, situated at the clinic site) Suitable for groups 
of friends. 

Two smaller bedrooms both with 2 singe beds. Both rooms have 
their own bathroom attached. There is a shared kitchen, with fridge 
and gas hob. Electric fans and mosquito nets are provided.  

 

Bungalow 2 (pic below, right) Suitable for couples. 

Large bedroom with own shower room and toilet. An area within 
bedroom to make a sitting area. Attached separate kitchen, with fridge and gas hob (Shared with 
bungalow 3). Own veranda. Electric fans and mosquito nets are provided.  
 

Bungalow 3 (pic below, middle) suitable for singles. 

Bedroom, shower room and toilet. Own veranda. Fridge. Electric fans and mosquito nets are pro-
vided. The kitchen is situated at bungalow 2. 

 

ACCOMMODATION ACCOMMODATION 



 

START DATES 

Volunteers arrive and depart on a Sunday, every week of the year. Alternative start dates and tailored 

periods of stay/multi-project trips if arranged, just email us to ask. Free ferry or airport pick ups are be-

tween 7am and 7pm. Stays extending over 3 months receive a reduced rate on accommodation, please 

contact us if you wish to stay for a longer period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOT YOUR FIRST TIME? 

Returning volunteers get 5% off the cost of any project!  

WHAT IS INCLUDED 

Want to know what’s included? Great news, it is pretty much everything! Including your: 

• Pre departure assistance with planning and flights from one  of our destination specialists 

• Your transfers to and from the airport on arrival and departure  

• Induction and training on the project 

• Accommodation   

• Transport relating to the project 

• 24 hour project coordinator available   

• Pre-departure booking representative to help with everything before departure 

Not included in your fee 

• Food  

• Flights to and from Zanzibar or Dar Es Salaam 

• Visas 

• Your personal medical insurance  

Duration of stay 

(weeks)  

2019 and 2020  cost 

2 weeks £608 

3 weeks £812 

4 weeks £1,016 

5 weeks £1220 

6 weeks £1374 

7 weeks £1528 

8 weeks £1682 

9 weeks £1836 

10 weeks £1990 

11 weeks £2114 

12 weeks £2298 

PROJECT COST AND DATES 



ARRIVAL  

You need to arrive into Zanzibar or Dar Es Salaam Airport on Sunday and depart on Sunday. 
A member of the team will meet you from the airport and transport you to your accommodation.  
 

GOING INTO TOWN 

The clinic is situation in ‘shamba’ (countryside) with only a couple of shops selling basic items (water, 

soda and basic food) and there are no restaurants or bars within walking distance. However, it is only 

about half an hour by bus local items, restaurants or bars within walking distance. The clinic is about 

half an hour by bus (daladala) to Stone Town. Daladalas run very regularly from the end of our drive and 

cost 500Tsh (around 20p)each way!  We often go into town to buy supplies so you can sometimes get a 

lift in our vehicle. We highly recommend visiting history rich Stone Town a few times to attend the tours 

and markets; they are unforgettable experiences.  

 

WEATHER 

Zanzibar has a tropical climate. It has high humidity and the temperature is between 28 – 30 degrees C. 

April, May and June is the rainy season and you will need to bring wellingtons! The rest of the time we 

advise loose fitting cotton trousers and t-shirts and of course shorts for the beach!  

 

FOOD 

Volunteers are required to buy their own food and drinks for the duration of their project. Your accom-

modation is right on site at the clinic so you don’t have to go far to get your meals. 

 

• Breakfast: eaten at your accommodation before work 

• Lunch: You can return to your accommodation to make and eat your lunch. 

• Dinner: Volunteers cook at their house or can visit town to eat out in the diverse range of restau-

rants. In town there is a good range of imported and local foods to purchase, including the fresh 

prawn and fish market and fresh Tanzanian beef and vegetables.  

IN ZANZIBAR 



WHY CHOOSE WORLDWIDE  VETS 
Choosing the right project can seem like a daunting task and getting the right one is an important part 

of your next adventure. We have all the experience, support and cover you need– the facts speak for 

themselves: 

BEEN THERE, GOT THE T-SHIRTS! 

Since 2009 we have sent out 1,500+ volunteers to 10 + countries across 3 continents. Basically, we 

know what volunteers want and how to provide a life changing experience. 

 EVERY STEP OF THE WAY 

From the moment you contact us, we will help you with every step of your trip. We are always here to 

help. From giving flight advice, to talking to nervous parents! 

SAFETY FIRST 

We hold full international employers liability insurance which covers you abroad. We also hold public 

liability and professional indemnity cover, so you can concentrate on what matters– having a fantastic 

time abroad.  

WE MAKE A REAL IMPACT 

We provide ongoing support to our projects, and have done for many years. From ongoing advice, 

through to funded vets and equipment. This ensures Worldwide Vets makes long term commitments 

to every project and benefits the local community and animals.  

THE BEST PROJECTS 

Volunteering with us may allow you to work with animals you could only dream of working with at 

home, or be part of your career development, studies or just for fun. Either way,  we guarantee our 

projects will blow your socks off. 

WHERE YOUR VOLUNTEER FEE GOES 

We take volunteers all year round, assisting the projects and receiving animal management or veteri-

nary related training. To sustain this, we need to cover the cost of volunteer accommodation & food 

(5%) and transport(5%). Check the pie chart.  

Volunteer fees are the main source of funding for most of our 

projects, so by joining us, 75% of your fee goes directly to the 

charities we work with (check out the ‘Local staff salaries’ and 

‘Animal care/medication’ slices on the chart!). That’s right, you 

get an amazing experience, AND support the work of the team 

who host you. Win Win!!! 

On top of this it allows us to hold thorough insurance (5%)  to 

safeguard yourself and our staff, as well as putting funds back 

in to marketing (5%) , so more volunteers find out about the 

projects, and help fund them in the future.  



Thank you for taking an interest in our Zanzibar Vet Clinic Project. We hope this leaflet has sparked your 
interest in joining our work in Africa.  

To book onto the project you: 

1. Choose your start date and duration 

2. Email info@worldwidevets.com  

3. We will provide you with our bank details. We ask for a £200 non-refundable deposit to confirm 

your place 

4. Once your deposit is in, our team will send you a pre-departure document with all the information 

you need to prepare for your trip. We are always on hand to help you with anything you need be-

tween booking and departure 

5. Pay the remainder of the fee by 2 months before you depart 

6. Fly out to the adventure of a lifetime 

What are you waiting for– get in touch! 

Don’t forget to follow us on social media for a chance to win FREE TRIPS.     

Click below…. 

HOW TO BOOK 

#worldwidevets 

mailto:info@worldwidevets.com
https://twitter.com/worldwidevets
https://www.facebook.com/Worldwide-Vets-221196854572626/
https://www.instagram.com/worldwidevets/?hl=en

